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ABOUT JUST MERCY
The film Just Mercy is based on an award-winning book of the same name by attorney 
Bryan Stevenson, played by Michael B. Jordan. Raised in rural Delaware, Stevenson 
regularly attended the African Methodist Episcopal Church, where he developed a 
strong sense of justice and compassion. He earned a law degree and a Masters in 
Public Policy from Harvard, and in 1989 he launched the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) in 
Montgomery, Alabama, which is committed to ending mass incarceration and excessive 
punishment in the United States, along with challenging racial and economic injustice, 
and protecting basic human rights for the most vulnerable people in American society. 
EJI has won reversals, relief, or release from prison for over 140 wrongly condemned 
prisoners on death row. One of those stories is at the center of Just Mercy. Walter 
McMillian, played by Jamie Foxx, was convicted and sentenced to death for a murder 
he did not commit. For more than four years, Bryan Stevenson fought for justice and 
mercy against a system stacked against him and his client at every turn.

Stevenson has gained international recognition for his work defending the poor and un-
fairly incarcerated, and has said, “The opposite of poverty is not wealth...the opposite 
of poverty is justice.”

JUST MERCY embodies the mission of forgiveness and redemption for people who 
have been incarcerated, and demands a fair legal system, free of extreme sentences. It 
underscores that one of the basic American rights—the right to meaningful counsel—is 
still dependent on access, all too often determined by who you are and where you live.



ABOUT JUSTICE WEEKEND
To honor the momentous efforts of Bryan Stevenson and the Equal Justice Initiative, 
congregations and organizations around the country are participating in Justice 
Weekend. JUSTICE WEEKEND is a nationwide campaign of faith leaders who 
will preach, teach, and share about themes of justice and mercy in their worship 
services on the weekends of January 4-5 and 11-12 (surrounding the nationwide 
release of the film JUST MERCY on Friday, January 10).

Additionally on the weekend of January 10th, congregations and organizations 
will see JUST MERCY together and have a conversation about how the themes of 
justice and mercy in the film impact their own communities and how they can take 
action together to address systemic issues of injustice, poverty, and racism.

This toolkit will help guide you through how to participate in Justice Weekend by 
offering worship resources, discussing how to purchase discounted group tickets 
and theater buyouts, facilitating discussions after the film, and providing practical 
suggestions for how you can continue the work of justice and mercy in your  
own community.

SIGN UP
VISIT 
www.representjustice.com/justicesunday 
to sign up to participate in this program. 

CONNECT
with others on social media using #justiceweekend and tagging 
@werepjustice, @vpiconsulting, and @justmercyfilm.



Find a text in Scripture that touches on themes of justice and mercy. Here are 
some examples.

Biblical Texts
Exodus 23: 1-9
Psalm 9
Psalm 145: 8-9
Psalm 146: 5-9
Proverbs 22:22-23
Micah 6:8
Zechariah 7:8-10
Matthew 7:1-2
Matthew 22:36-40

Prayers
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart 
[and especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us 
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 
healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
-Book of Common Prayer, 1979

Almighty God, who hast created us in thine own image: Grant us grace fearlessly 
to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may 
reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in 
our communities and among the nations, to the glory of thy holy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.
-Book of Common Prayer, 1979

xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/justice-prayers
ucc.org/justice_ejcp_ef_prayers
reformedworship.org/article/june-2014/prayers-justice-reconciliation-and-peace
faithandworship.com/prayers_justice.htm
bookoforder.info/Book-of-Common-Worship.pdf

WORSHIP
RESOURCES

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/justice-prayers 
https://www.ucc.org/justice_ejcp_ef_prayers
https://www.reformedworship.org/article/june-2014/prayers-justice-reconciliation-and-peace 
https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_justice.htm 
https://bookoforder.info/Book-of-Common-Worship.pdf


Jewish
rac.org/sites/default/files/Readings%20for%20Social%20Justice%20Services.pdf

rac.org/shabbat-tzedek-celebrating-civil-rights-social-justice

Muslim
Sura 42:40-43
The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person 
forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah: for (Allah) loveth 
not those who do wrong. But indeed if any do help and defend themselves after 
a wrong (done) to them, against such there is no cause of blame. The blame is 
only against those who oppress men and wrong-doing and insolently transgress 
beyond bound through the land, defying right and justice: for such there will be a 
penalty grievous. But indeed if any show patience and forgive, that would truly be 
an exercise of courageous will and resolution.

xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/muslim-prayers

An Islamic Prayer for Peace
In the Name of Allah, the beneficent, the merciful: Praise be to the Lord of the 
Universe who has created us and made us into tribes and nations that we may 
know each other, not that we may despise each other. If the enemy incline 
towards peace, do thou also incline towards peace, and trust in God, for the Lord 
is one that hears and knows all things. And the servants of God Most Gracious 
are those who walk on the Earth in humility, and when we address them, we say, 
“Peace.”

hds.harvard.edu/life-at-hds/religious-and-spiritual-life/peace-and-justice/prayers-
for-peace-and-justice

Dua for Justice
Our Lord! Decide Thou between us and our people in truth, for Thou art the best 
to decide.
Surah Al-A’raf - 7:89

Prayer for St. Fransis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there 
is error, truth; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant 
that I may seek not so much to be consoled as to console, to be understood as 
to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 
life.  Amen.

https://rac.org/sites/default/files/Readings%20for%20Social%20Justice%20Services.pdf 
https://rac.org/shabbat-tzedek-celebrating-civil-rights-social-justice 
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/muslim-prayers 
https://hds.harvard.edu/life-at-hds/religious-and-spiritual-life/peace-and-justice/prayers-for-peace-and-justice 
https://hds.harvard.edu/life-at-hds/religious-and-spiritual-life/peace-and-justice/prayers-for-peace-and-justice 


1. Teach or Preach about Justice and Mercy
Focus your sermons, organizational meetings and more on the themes of justice and 
mercy and criminal justice reform.

2. See JUST MERCY With a Group
Take a group to see JUST MERCY together when it opens nationwide on Friday, January 
10th. Go to www.justmercyfilm.com/groupsales for details. Or consider inviting members, 
friends and neighbors to come together to watch 13TH or WHEN THEY SEE US.

3. Organize a Community Remembrance coalition
Communities across the country are joining together to recognize racial terror lynchings 
by organizing soil collections, installing historical markers, and starting the process 
to claim their county’s monument from the National Memorial for Peace and Justice. 
For information about the variety of ways to engage on this issue, visit eji.org/projects/
community-remembrance-project/

4. Support Prison Chaplains
Chaplains are responsible for facilitating programs that provide spiritual and emotional 
needs for the almost 2.2 million incarcerated men and women in the nation. You can 
invest in their lives and build a relationship with them by volunteering to help set up for 
events or do clerical work. You can also invite chaplains to attend your prison ministry 
events.

5. Support Education for Incarcerated People
Many people behind bars lack basic life skills such as financial literacy, healthy 
relationships, parenting, employability soft skills and anger management. The bipartisan 
Restoring Education and Learning Act (REAL) Act would reverse the 1994 ban on federal 
financial aid for incarcerated people. On and around JUSTICE WEEKENDS, urge your 
representatives in Congress to support the REAL Act!

6. Support Organizations Fighting for Justice and Mercy
Consider making a donation to organizations fighting for Justice and Mercy on JUSTICE 
WEEKENDS. The organization highlighted in the film, the Equal Justice Initiative, can be 
found at EJI.org.

NEXT STEPS
YOU CAN TAKE

http://www.justmercyfilm.com/groupsales
http://eji.org/projects/community-remembrance-project/ 
http://eji.org/projects/community-remembrance-project/ 
http://EJI.org


GO SEE THE 
FILM TOGETHER
Book a theater or buy tickets for your group here:
justmercyfilm.com/?groupsales

Discuss the Movie: 
See Motive’s Discussion Guide

https://www.justmercyfilm.com/?groupsales
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kuIs3T_-2fckvPkngo49HnakQWO0B3cm

